
A Message from your Primary PrincipaléMrs. Jacobs 

 November is here and so is the colder weather.  I just want to remind everyone to wear warm 

coats, hats, etc. if the weather continues to be colder.  We will go outside every chance we get so please 

bundle up.   

 The Tazewell County Sheriffôs Department came at the beginning of the month to do a lockï

down drill with us.  It is important to practice these so if a situation arises we will all be prepared.  

They were pleased with our drill and how everyone did what was expected.  We have practiced lock-

down procedures three times thus far this year. 

 Our kindergarten classrooms will be getting new SMARTboards installed in early December.  

The teachers and students are very excited to have the opportunity to join the rest of the primary in our 

technology quest for enhancing learning.  The teachers will be trained by both SMART representatives 

and our teachers who have become ñexpertsò at using the boards.  We are very fortunate as a district to 

have such cutting edge technology options in our classrooms.   

 Since it is November I decided to take a trip to Pre-K and find out how they are planning on 

cooking their Thanksgiving turkeys this year and what ingredient they would like to add.  Miss Loreeôs 

class was the group that I asked and their results are below: 

Jestina is going to cook her turkey for 3 hours and add sprinkles. 

Dalton is going to cook his turkey for 7 minutes and add sauce. 

Isabella is going to cook her turkey for 1 minute and add purple frosting and chocolate chips. 

Samantha is going to cook her turkey for 7 minutes and add fruit snacks. 

Brenden is going to cook his turkey for 6 hours and add sprinkles. 

Olivia is going to cook her turkey for 3 hours and add clothes to dress it up. 

Leah is going to cook her turkey for 4 hours and add red-hots. 

Christopher is going to cook his turkey for 10 years and add an eye. 

Acelya is going to cook her turkey for 1 hour and add BBQ sauce. 

Justice is going to cook his turkey for 5 minutes and add bologna and chicken nuggets. 

Seth is going to cook his turkey for 6 minutes and add a hot dog. 

All I have to say is Yum! Yum! 

 

We are all very blessed to have wonderful students, parents and teachers at Dee-Mack Primary Junior 

High School.         

                                  Mrs. Jacobs  

                                                     

Mrs. Michele Jacobs, Primary Principal                 Mr. Lee Hoffman, Junior High Principal  

Dee-Mack PJHS D E C E M B E R ,  2 0 0 9  



December 

Events 

Dec. 5  

PTO Santaôs 

Breakfast 

 

Dec. 13  

Band and Choir 

Concert at HS 

3:00 PM 

Dec. 14  

Fall Athletic 

Awards 

 

Dec. 15  

3 rd Grade Christ-

mas Program at 

PJHS 6:30 PM 

 

Dec. 22  

1st and 2nd grades 

 

Christmas Sing  at 

9:30 AM 

 

SIP Day No Lunch 

11:30 Dismissal 

 

End of First Se-

mester 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences were very successful. Thank you to all par-

ents who were able to attend. I recognize that the fifteen minute meeting may 

have seemed short. If you feel like you ran out of time, please know that teachers 

welcome emails or phone calls regarding your child. It is my belief that schools, 

and individually students, are most successful when educators and parents com-

municate regularly. I believe we both have the same educational vision, and that 

vision is to see your child reach his/her maximum potential.  

 

 We are using a new student data system this year. One of the strengths of 

this system is the academic and attendance information that parents are able to 

access. There is a Parent Portal link on the district website that links you to this 

site. I want to clarify some terminology on the report cards and midterms that 

this new system uses. On the reports it states Term 1; this is what we typically 

refer to as 1st Quarter. Progress 1 on the reports is what we refer to as 1st Quarter 

Midterm.  

 

 The Primary/Junior High School has been having Lockdown Drills this 

semester. One of our drills was even conducted with the local police force pre-

sent. The drills have prepared our students and staff to be ready if a dangerous 

situation would ever happen at school. Obviously, we hope to never have to use 

these procedures; however, we are doing what we can to prepare ourselves if that 

type of situation would take place.   

The cold weather is here. We believe that getting outside for some fresh air helps 

generate more focused students in the classroom. We try to go outside as much 

as possible during recess.  Please make sure your child has a jacket and long 

pants for this time.   

 

 In December, all junior high general education classrooms will have 

SMART Boards installed. This technology allows the teacherôs whiteboard to be 

interactive with computer and Internet applications. There are many engaging 

lessons and activities that are available for teachers to use during instruction with 

this product. Our hope is that the money spent on this new technology will posi-

tively impact studentsô success in the classroom.  

                                              Mr. Hoffman  

Principally Speaking From Mr. Hoffmané. 

Please Remember the block of Main Street in front of the school 

was officially closed by the Village Board from 7:30-8:15 AM and 

2:45-3:30 PM the days school is in session.  This area is for busses 

to load and unload.  If you bring your child(ren) to school, please 

drop them off in the parking lot next to the front porch area.   



December 

Events 

        

 
Dec. 5  

PTO Santaôs 

Breakfast 

 

Dec. 13  

Band and Choir 

Concert at HS 

3:00 PM 

Dec. 14  

Fall Athletic Awards 

 

Dec. 15  

3 rd Grade Christmas 

Program at PJHS 

6:30 PM 

 

Dec. 22  

1st and 2nd grades 

 

Christmas Sing  at 

9:30 AM 

 

SIP Day No Lunch 

11:30 Dismissal 

 

End of First 

Semester 
 

 

It is Boysõ Basketball Season 

 Basketball season has begun and the squad is hard at work.  Our Dee-Mack 

Cheerleaders will rally support at both home and away games.  The Poms 

will perform a dance routine only at the home games.  Plan on attending a 

game and support the team. Best wishes for a successful 

season!  

 

December 
 

Thur 3-Washington Middle Home 6:00 

Sat. 5-Hartem  Away 11:00 

Mon. 7-Olympia Home 6:00 

Thur. 10-Midwest Cent.  Home 6:00 

Tues. 15-Parkview Away  5:15 

Thur. 17-Washington Cent. Away 6:00 

 

January 
 

Mon. 4-Tremont Home 6:00 

Thur. 7-Eureka Home 6:00 

Mon. 11-Riverview Away 6:00 

Thur. 14-Beverly Manor Home 6:00 

Mon. 18-Germantown Hills Away 5:30 

CHEERLEADING  

Laura DeGrave 

Autumn Kerner 

Kaleigh Krause 

Kierstin Ludwig 

Maddie McGinnes 

Beth Mickna 

Kenze Mitchell 

Rebekah Morr 

Bayleigh Mull 

Danielle Neville 

Grace Phillips 

Morgan Rich 

Andi Schmidgall 

Whitney Weigand   

POMS 

 
Maggie Abbott 

Kaitlin Cassatt 

Paige Cottingham 

Kylie Donovan 

Erin Gresham 

Marissa Hutchinson  

Megan Keith 

Amanda Porter 

Elle Richards 

Taylor Sanzotta 

Hope Scaff 

Becca Siegel  

Taylor Smith 

 

8th BOYS' BASKETBALL 

 
Joseph Carnicle 

Colton Clark 

Jordan Feasley 

Odessa Harris 

Ian Kilby 

Ryan Lemons 

Dakota Miller 

 Austin O' Neill 

 Bradley Orrick 

Kenton Schrader 

Austin Scott 

Cameron Sweeney 

Austin Utley 

 

7th BOYS' BASKETBALL 

 
Zachary Austin 

Treylund Bunker 

Mitchell Carlson 

Logan Craig 

Robert Day 

Brandon Decker 

Nick Gargus 

Matthew Hovey 

Lane Jones 

 Ryan Kelley 

  Austin Mitchell 

Calib Siedschlag 

 Paul Welch 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Petersonôs Writing Samples 

 

 

 

 



INCLEMENT WEATHER  

There are occasions when, due to inclement weather, the school day is can-

celled, shortened, or lengthened. Our priority will always be the safety of 

the students. Parents are encouraged to make prior ar-

rangements for child care in the event of emergency 

changes in the school day. Local radio stations (WJBC 

1230 AM, Bloomington; WXCL 104.9 FM and WMBD 

1470 AM, Peoria) and local television stations (WEEK, 

WHOI, and WMBD) will be contacted to announce can-

cellation of school and/or bus routes, and changes in the 

school day.  

Tips to Remember 

School District Calendar  

 Revision 

 

At the last meeting the Board of 

Education approved the change 

of Aprilôs School Improvement 

Day.  The SIP day has been 

changed to Thursday, April 29, 

2010.  It was previously sched-

uled to be on April 22.  April 29, 

2010 will be a half day for stu-

dents with dismissal at 11:30 and 

no lunch served. 

 

School Reach Phone Calls  
 

Mr. Yarnall has sent numerous 

automated messages using 

School Reach software.  The lat-

est was about the rescheduling of 

the HINI vaccination clinic.  If 

you  have not received these 

messages, please contact your 

building secretary.   

 
Community Computer Lab  

 

Community Computer Lab is 

open to the general public every 

Wednesday when school is in 

session a full day. Hours are 3:30

-6:30 PM.  Available for use in-

cludes Office 2007, Internet, 

electronic encyclopedia Britan-

nica.  Student sixth grade and 

below must be accompanied by 

an adult unless working on a spe-

cific assignment. 

 
Paying for Lunch Online  

 

Remember you can add money 

to your childôs lunch account on 

line.  Parent Portal offers this 

feature.   

Musical Notes 
Need some Christmas cheer to get into the holi-

day spirit?  Mrs. Wright, our band and choir 

director, has been preparing  holiday music 

programs with students of all ages that will get 

you into the holiday mood.  

The annual Junior High/High School Christmas 

Concert will be Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 

PM at the high school. This concert will feature 

choir and band students from grades 7-12.   

The third grade Christmas Program will be Tuesday, December 15 at 

6:30 PM  in the PJHS gym. This yearsô  theme is ñRound the World at 

Holiday Time". 

First and second grades will have a Christmas Sing-Along  on Tuesday, 

December 22 in the PJHS gym at 9:30 AM. Parents are invited to at-

tend.  SANTA WILL BE THERE ! 

Stocking Stuffers 
Running out of ideas for Christmas stocking stuffers?   How about school 

supplies as stocking stuffers?  The Christmas break marks the end of the 

first semester of this school year.   Primary pencils are nubs, 

crayons are broken, markers are dried up and erasers are worn 

down.  Junior High students could be out of notebook paper, 

index cards, wooden pencils and need note cards.  Ask your 

child what they need, since not all school supplies will need 

replaced.  Tissues are always needed in the classrooms  with 

the flu season, especially in the junior high. 



Wrestlingð On The Mats 
 

 Last year was the premier season for Wrestling at Dee-Mack and we had 5 wrestlers win IESA Re-

gionals and competed in the Sectionals.  Practice for this year starts on November 30.  All students compet-

ing will need a physical on file in the office, as with all other sports. This year all matches and practices will 

take place at the high school. Coaches are Mr. Mike Manahan, Mr. Tim Thomas, and Mr. Danny Mauer. 

           Coaching staff and equipment are donated.  A special ñThanksò goes to First Security Bank, Hender-

son Weir, Mark McGrath, and Wayne Litwiller Excavating for their support of this new program. The roster 

will follow in next monthôs newsletter. 

Christmas Field Trips 

 The seventh grade students will be reading A Christmas Carol by  

Charles Dickens during reading class in December.  As a culminating activity 

the PTO has graciously paid for all of our 7th grade students to view the live 

performance of A Christmas Carol in Bloomington at the Center for Perform-

ing Arts on Thursday, December 3rd.   

           The PTO will also fund the third grade classes field trip to Peoria to at-

tend the performance of  Nutcracker Ballet  on December 9 at 9:30 AM.  Third Grade 

classes are currently doing a unit on the Nutcracker Ballet in Mrs. Wrightôs music class. 

First  Grade Writing Samplesï Thanksgiving 

Miss Roweôs writing samples are done using  the 4-Square method. All primary grades use this method which 

is a visual and kinesthetic aid that emphasizes the focus to detail, flow and vocabulary. 

Thanksgiving by Rebekah 
A cornucopia is to show all the good 

food we have.  Itôs one of the sym-

bols for Thanksgiving. People eat 

turkey on Thanksgiving.  It is part of 

the feast. Pilgrims wanted to be free.  

So they went to find a new place to 

live. They were thankful for the new 

world. Thanksgiving is special be-

cause it helps us give thanks for eve-

rything we have.                   

Thanksgiving by Zach 
Yummy pumpkin pie is good to eat 

on Thanksgiving. Turkeys are alive 

but we eat them on Thanksgiving.  

Corn is yummy to eat on Thanks-

giving. I love Thanksgiving be-

cause feasts are fun to celebrate. 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving by Abigail 
I have a feast every Thanksgiving 

to show what I am thankful for.  

We eat turkey at Thanksgiving. 

Cornucopias have vegetable and 

fruit in them at Thanksgiving.  

Thanksgiving is special because I 

can show what I am thankful for. 

Thanksgiving by Isabella 
The Pilgrims came to America to 

live.  They were thankful for a new 

place to live.  The Pilgrims and Indi-

ans learned from each other and were 

thankful.  They both came together 

and had a large feast.  They called it 

Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is spe-

cial because we give thanks for what 

we love.                                 

Thanksgiving by Maia 
The Pilgrims came to America to 

discover a new place to live.  The 

Pilgrims met the Indians in this 

new place.  They both had a won-

derful feast together. Thanksgiving 

is special because we celebrate 

about the Pilgrims coming to 

America. 

 

 

Thanksgiving by Justin 
The Pilgrims came to America to 

start a new life. The Native Ameri-

cans then taught them how to fish. 

The Pilgrims and Native Americans 

had a feast together.  I like Thanks-

giving because we go to my grand-

motherôs  house. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.explorepeoria.com/system/images/peoria%2520ballet%2520nutcracker.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.explorepeoria.com/pages/2007holidayguide&usg=__NbI2irnb8O7Gnx0_uhT5BkO_uik=&h=249&w=162&sz=50&hl=en&start=5&um=1&t
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Christmas   
 By Jacob Fewkes 
   Donôt you just love 
Christmas? I like Christmas 

because I love to put up the Christmas 

decorations.  I like to make Christmas 

cookies.  Itôs fun to help my grand-

mother put up the Christmas houses.  

Itôs fun when my family comes over.  I 

love to put up the Christmas tree. I like 

the Christmas lights.                                                            

 

Santa    
By Kyle Reese 

    

  Donôt you just love 

Santa.  I  like him because he gives  

candy to me.  If you are bad he will 

give you coal.  He watches you to 

see if you have been bad or good.  

When you are bad he writes it down 

on his bad list. 

 

Christmas Cookies 

   By Alyxander Eidson 

   

 Donôt you just love 

cookies?  My mom and I bake 

cookies together.  After we bake 

cookies we add special ingredients. 

They are frosting and sprinkles.  I 

do that part for my mom.  Then, we 

go pass the out to my family. 

Snow   
By Sydney Blacketor 

Donôt you just love the 

snow?  I love snow.  I love 

snow because I can play in it and 

make snowballs.  I love to play in the 

snow with my friends in winter and 

make snowmen. Sometimes we have 

snowball fights.  I also love to make 

snowmen and snow angles.It is fun in 

the snow. It is cold and I like to eat it. 

Christmas   
 By Zach Maxwell 

   Donôt you just love 

Christmas?  When I wake up there 

will be presents under the tree.  My 

mom will videotape me when I 

open my presents.  My dad and I 

put a train under the tree.  My mom 

will lift me up and I will put an an-

gel on top of the tree. 

 

Ice Skating 
 By Rebecca Lisanby 

     

Donôt you just love ice 

skating?  My mom says that ice 

skating is good exercise.  Some-

times I will fall on the ice.  I love to 

go to the rink.  Sometimes I even 

get to see my friends at the rink. 

When I get home from ice skating 

my mom makes me hot chocolate. 

  Winter is    
   
 

... spending time with my  

    family on  Christmas Eve. 

...drinking delicious hot chocolate. 

...curling up in warm blankets.  

...building a round snowman. 

...celebrating Christmas with my  

    friends and family. 

                           Shelby DeBolt 

Winter is    
   
... A time to spend with my   

     family. 

...sitting and drinking hot chocolate   

   by the fire. 

...throwing a snowball at a snow   

   man.  

...getting ready for be in warm PJs. 

...a time to celebrate my birthday. 

                           Sydney Dobyns 

Winter is             
   
... taking a cozy nap under a  

    blanket. 

...beautiful decorations and  

    lights on the street 

...sitting by a warm fire at night.  

...hot chocolate after playing outside. 

...nice, warm, fuzzy pajamas to wear  

   on cold nights. 

                           Paige Witte 

Winter is    
   
 

... decorating beautiful Christmas  

    trees. 

...spending time with friends on 

    holidays 

...drinking delicious hot chocolate.  

...getting presents from everyone. 

...having snowball fights. 

                         Marley Thompson 

 

Winter is    
   
... spending time with  

     family and friends. 

...seated by the cozy warm fire. 

...sitting by the fire and drinking hot  

   cocoa.  

...playing in the snow and having  

   snowball fights. 

...slipping on ice and not breaking   

   my back. 

                           Jeff Taylor 

Winter is    
 
... Snowboarding down the  

     hill in my backyard. 

...spending my birthday with my  

   family and friends. 

..curling up in warm blankets.  

...making cookies and milk to leave  

   for Santa. 

...coming inside to hot chocolate after   

    snowball fights. 

                           Travis Hogan 

Second Grade Writing Samples 


